
5'+',e-*\h{:rc --rcga. *ir,\ar{€faaqn XA al. F.eg acnq
r l l

Inside Politics y,*.^S::^n"DM,KEW''D

il#*xt?"iil"JT',*: Foirtrode mokes foir point
week period that serves to
highlight, promote and
advance the Fairtrade
movement.

Batley and Spen is the
country's first ever Fair-
trade parliamentary con-
stituency. Starting with a
broad foundation of
churches, the Fairtrade
movement locally has
grown strongly through
even more churches,
schools and organisations,
n<it insighiticantly among
businesses and across
multi-faith l ines into
mosques' and. othbr corn-

munity-based concerns.
Our Fairtrade steering

group members, particu-
larly the chairman the
Rev Tina Walker, work
tirelessly to promote Fair-
trade, develop better
understanding and to.
improve availability in
ow shops, schools, work-
places and eateries.

Times are hafdfor all of
us in different ways but
that doesn't mean we can't
change the world - no mat-
ter how small are the steps
we take. Buying goods

that feature the Fairtrade
logo means that the goods
or their ingredients have
been sourced in such a
way that pays farmers and
other prbducers a fair
price.

But what difference
does it make? Is it a token
gesture towards relieving
poverty in the developing
world? I firmly believe it
does make a difference.

For example,  buying
Fair t rade chocolate in
Birkenshaw today has a
direct impact on the lives

of whole communities in
countries such as Ghana.
The benefits they get from
Fairtrade not.only mean
fair wages for their work-
ers but also help to build
wells for villages and pay
for children to go to school
- children who otherwise
would have no real access
to education.

There will be an event
taking place,near you over
the next fortnight - be it a
simple coffee morning, a
Fairtrade tasting session
or something a little more

dramatic - Iike the bid to
set a record with the
national-Banana Chal-
lenge or a five-a-side foot-
ball match featuring Fair-
trade footballs and Fair-
trade oranges at half time!

If you can't get to an
event why not buy a pack-
et ofFairtrade tea, coffee,
ftuit or biscuits from your
Iocal supermarket?

And if they don't have
any - ask them why not.
That one question or that
one purchase is a small
step towards a better, fair-
er world.
O More on Fai-rtrade Fort-
night- page28.


